



February 18, 2011

The Hon. 
Stratton Office Building
Springfield, Illinois   62706

Dear Representative _____:

On behalf of our business members, I respectfully urge you to oppose HB 1301. 

This bill is not about public safety. Districts currently have the authority to adopt and enforce rules consistent with the national fire codes that provide comprehensive coverage of alarm monitoring. This legislation is designed to allow districts to monopolize alarm monitoring and arbitrarily exclude viable technologies.

This bill takes away small business jobs. Instead of 20 small businesses competing in a market, one company will be selected to do all service and installations while the government claims the monitoring revenue. As such, many businesses will close (loss of tax base) and private sector jobs will be lost. 

This bill strips small businesses of revenue and value. Alarm monitoring contracts are the most valuable asset a small or large alarm company has. 

The bill calls for technology that is already in place. Private alarm companies have provided communities with wireless radio technology for more than a decade.

The bill is costly and hurts every business owner. By eliminating competitors that apply market pressure to raise the standards of service while keeping prices in check, there is no incentive to strive for improvement to public safety. 

I respectfully urge you to oppose HB 1301 and any other proposal that seeks to make it even more difficult for our local businesses to support our local economy.

Sincerely,



