



February 18, 2011

The Hon. 

Capitol Building
Springfield, Illinois   62706

Dear Senator ______:

On behalf of the more 800 business members we represent, I respectfully urge you to oppose SB 1565. While we have all been impacted by the last few years of economic uncertainty, a number of recent efforts in Springfield have made it even more difficult for Illinois businesses to contribute to the State’s economy. 

Currently, Illinois has the third highest minimum wage in the country at $8.25. SB 1565 would give Illinois the highest minimum wage in the country. Illinois employers cannot afford the additional increased costs.

SB 1565 would effectively add to the crippling of business which in turn will have a negative impact on our State’s unemployment. Illinois’ minimum wage has risen 60.2% in seven years – 8.6% annually, on average. In 2009, the teen unemployment rate in Illinois was 25.8% and 48% in the City of Chicago. If the minimum wage is increased, there will be even fewer job opportunities for young or less experienced workers than there are today.

Finally, Illinois has the second most expensive workers’ compensation system in the country and the third highest corporate income tax rate in the country. By increasing the minimum wage to the highest in the nation, SB 1565 will guarantee Illinois is a job-creation free zone.

I respectfully urge you to oppose SB 1565 and any other proposal that seeks to make it even more difficult for our local businesses to support our local economy.

Sincerely,



